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TUE 14"&l>f;RAL G()veti1 
. ment is t;J}endtng thousand. 
of dollars a year trying u 
track down non-existent tn 
.vaders from outer space. ~~ 

· A network -0f RAAF oiftce~ 
around the country it1~esti(t 
ates and . reports on . eveM 

. sighting o1 an unidentifjed nf 
. ing ·object despite official ac 
. knowledgement nea~ly ; 

years ago that flying saucen 
do not exist. ;" 

Since thfln . RAAf' ·· 1nte~ 
Ugence otflcers havr. r~1,ort~t 

· annualJy to tht OovflnuntUt 
· that · there 1a 1UU no eY~cnlJ 
tht.t UPOs are vlaltlna tls. • •. 

'. Wt each year the deteno 
budaet includes provistOn f oa 
the part-time employment " 
at least 14 RAAF otficei·s wM! 
one senior ftAAP intelUgenf'­
·Offtcer to repor' the . s8.Jlaf 
findings. · · · · • ., 
It is ~ years since the OS ,(fr 

Force closed down a simlln 
prograni. --- 4~ 

· In -1963, the .then Minister for 
Air, Mr Osborne. told Parlia­
ment there was no evlden~ 
that UPOB atght.ed over Auis­
tralla represented vliltorit 
fn>m outer space. ;. _ ::·-

. The bulk of the slg~s 
could be traced to air,cra.f t, Cfe., 
teroloatcal be.Uoona, or Venul!I. 

Since 1963, the RAAP ,J3M 
been able to refine ita ..tn­
vestlgations to such a de~ 

!that it can now explain f(l per 
cent Of all sightings. ' 

The unexplained 3 per cem is 
largely attributed to h~s.'' · 

The original UFO program 
was started in the 1950s in the 
wake ·of post-war tears that. 
the Russians may have devel­
o~d a.1ecrct flying saucer. ,, 
the t.uk ot kee1•trig ~r1'Ck at 

the t1POtt wu gtven t.o thcit 
~AF "'Id today'tt UPO prd· 
i't'Arn la sttll part o! the · ~r~ 
ence system. 

In the main, they handle- .,~­
ports made directly by Ure 
publlc. · 

RAAF officers then trac!k it 
down. To help With their In­
quiries they are armed witb a. 
list of aircraft arrivals and ~ 
partQres. astronomical occur­
ances, and sa.telllte flight 
path&. . 

Usually this is enough · to 
make a positive tdentificatlon 
In Perth, for ~xampJe . mo5t 
UFO '1aight.tngs art> during ~V. 
early mominK out~ Hea wieti 
'the 1'im of ·ihe 'day's BodH~: 
747s l\l'tiVf'H 


